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Virginia,Lss Gounty,te-wit: 


Personally appeared before me,Chas,C.Bales 
a Notary Public in and for Lee County,Virginia,N.H.Seale and made oath 
that on the oth.day of February,1900 he delivered to Alice Speak & 
in Lee County,Virginia, a 


true cepy of the within zumas notice. Given under my hand this the 


l4th.day of Frebruary,1900. 





e. : ana 
The depesitions cf Hlbert Bales,C.M.Seale,Jr., W.Y.Tucker EBKa 


A 
taken befere me Chas.C.bales .a Notary Public in and for 
Lee County,Virginia,?rursuant to notice herete annexed,at the office of 
The big, Stene Gap Lron Company at Reae Hill,Lee Ceunty,Virginia on 
the l4th.day of Feby.,1900,between the heurs of 8 A.M. and 5 P.M.to be 
read in benalf of M.M.Speak in a certain suit in equity pending in 
the Circuit Ceurt for the said County of Lae,wnerein the saia M.N. 


Speak ie plaintifP and Alice Sreak defendant. 


C.MeSeale,Jz. a Witnese of lawful age being July sworn deposes as 
follows: 

(Ques.)(1) State your age,residence and eccupation? 

Ans.) My age is o7. My residance is Lee County,Virginia. My eccupa- 
tien ie farming. 

(Ques.) (2) Are you acquainted with Alice Speak wife of M.M.Speak and 
the aefenuant in this suit? 

(Ans.) Yes sirty 

(Que6s(3)At any time within the last five yeare have you known her to 
have had carnel rewieens of any man other than her lawful husband? 
(Ane.) Ne sir. 

(Ques.)(4) Have you observed any thing in her cenduct that led you toa 
believe that she is teo intimate with other men than her husband?. if K 
se,please state all you know about it. 

KAne.) Yee eir. On the Might of January 11th.1900,M.M.Speak came to 
mé ani teld me that he hea gecd reason toa pel tewe that his wife Alice 


Speak would have a secret meeting and talk with a man sometime between 


4 O'clock and sunrise on che morning of Jany.12th.1900. The said 


M.eM.Speak aeked me to go and watch the house of the said Alice Speak 
his wife oun ‘dene if the meeting occurred. I went slipped up near the 
heuse,l saw the said Alice Speak and her father through the window ana 
recegnized them by the light ef the lamp.1 alse recognized their 
vyeices. “Yhan it began te gat daylight her father caught his horse and 
pee Ry this time it was getting so light that I theught it best to 
change my pesitien. I went farther from the house inside of the time 


of we minutes after her father had left she stepped te the front door 


stood in or near the door a few seconds. She then walked to the yard 
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fate at the edge cf the read and stoou there a few secends and seemed 
to be leoking: for seme one. She then opened the gate walked acress the 
reaa inte the cerner ef the fence. She stood there a few minutes. I 
then saw a man just over the fence close te haer.They seemed to be cen- 
versing-The man get ever the fence to her. They ase together a few 
seconis. Sne then walked back inte the heuee. Just at that time I rec- 
ognized the man te de kibert Bales. bales seemed te be watching the 
deor. Ina very shert time Kexzzme she came back te the decr beckoned 
te Bales and he want inte the house with her and the door was closed. 

I then went to the windew saw them in the heuse close tegether. I 

jid net see any ene elee in the heuse. 1 heard them talking in lew 
tenes as though they did not wish te be heard. She remarked that she 
would ge eut and ses if any cone was around. At this time I theught 

it was prudent te leave the windew and hide. I'hid behind the cistern 
house. 1 heard her ceme out around the house Pe 1 had been as 

theugh she was locking for some one. I heard her ge back inte the heuse 
I then went te the back ef the orchard and watched for the man te leave, 


In from five to ten minutes I saw bales leaving the house in a cau- 


ties hurrid manner. This wae on the morning of January,leth. 1900 


from a little before daylight ‘till daylight. I went on the morning 

ef January,il&8th.1900 te watch the neuse af Alice Speak and see wheth- 
ar she had er would have a secret mesting with a man. ere & man 
Hibert Bales ceme te the yard gate. He went into the perch of the heuse 
ani knockeu on the deor. I heard some one in the heuse and heard the 
decr open. bales came back out into the road,want to the lower end 

ef the garden and crawled tnreugh the palings inte the garden. He then 
walked up to the back of the cistern heuse. Il heard some one cems out 
of the heuse. I then saw Alice Speak come inte the garden te Bales at 
the back ef the cistern heuse. I could hear théPr voices in conversa~ 
tien. I saw bales put his arme arounu her and she had her arms up 

over his shoulders. They stood in tnat pesition talking Por about five - 
minutes. Then just befors he laft her 1 saw them kiss each etner and 

I heard the smeck cf their lips in kissing. I heard her laugh and then 


he left her. This occurred about daylight. 
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Ques.) (5) is her reputation goed or bad in 
she lives for chastity and virtue? 


(Ans.) Not very geod. 


And further tnis depenent fayeth net. 


(Witness) 


W.Y.Tucks?,anether witness being Pirst duly sworn depeses as follows: 


(Ques.)(1) State your age, resdences and occupation? 

(Ans.) I am 42 years old, My residence is Les County, Virginia. 

My occupation is farming. 

(Ques.)(2) Are yeu acquainted with Alice Speak wife of M.M.Speak and x 
the aefendant in this suit? 

(Ans.) Yas sips 

(Ques) (3) -Have you ebserved any thing in her conduct that led you to 
believe that she is toc intimate with other men than her husband,if 

60 please state all you know about it? 


(Ans.) Yes sir I have. 6n the evening ef danuary 11th.1900 MeM.Speak 


came tec me and told me that he had G00d reasons to believe that his 


wife Alics Speak would have & secrst mecting with a man at er near 

her heuse between sundown and dark on that evening. He,M.M.Sreak requ- 
sated me to go and watch the house of tha gdaid Alice Speak,his wife 
ani see if the meeting took Place. I went. 1 secreted myself in the xe 
rear of the garden in plain view of the house. I first heard a man 

and woman talking near me and moved up te the fence a little nearer the 
velces. 1 saw a woman which I believed te be Alice Speak standing and 
talking to a man which I believe te have been #lbert Bales. Bales wag 
On the inside of the fence in the corner of a steck field and Mrs. 
Speak was en the cuteide ef the fence in the edge of the road. They 
were standing clese together with ea fence between them. 1 heard Eales 
tell her to ceme over the fence and come farther away from the road. 
she See evec the fence to Bales ani ile «2a vee off together dewn 
anether fence frem the read and house. I dont know how far they went 


or what became of them. Her father rede up to the gate at this mement 
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ang 1 was afraid he would discover me anu probaly shect me if he saw 
me hiding there. Se 1 left. This all occurrea about thick dusk on the 
evening of January 11th.1900. Then between eight and nine O'alock ef 
tne same night he M.M.Speak told me that he believs)Alice his wife 
would haves another meeting with a man sometime between the heur of 
four O'clock and daylight on the merning ef January 12th.1900. fhe 
said MeNM.Speak asked me to ge again and watch the house of Alice Sreak 
his wife and see whether the meeting took place. I went. I slipped up 
close to the heuse. I saw the said Alice Speak and her father through 
ne windew and recognized them by the lignt of the lamp. I alse recog- 
nizea their voices. When it began to come daylight his father cougnt 
his horse and left, by this time it was getting sc light I theught Lt 
best to change my position. i went farther from the heuse. Inside of % 
the time of two minutes after her father left Alice stepped to the Sra 
front door steed in or near the door a few seconda. She then went to 
the yard gate and steod there a few seconds and seemed to be looking 
for some one. She then epened the gate and walked across the road 
into the corner of the fence. She stood there a few minutes. I saw a m 


man over the fence close to her. They seemed te be talking to each 


ether. The man get ever the fence ani they stood together a few secends 


she then walked back inte the heuse. Just at this time I recegnized 
the man to be Elbert Bales. bales seemed toe be watching the door. in 
avery shert time she came back to the door and beckoned to bales anda 
he went inic the heuse with her and the door was clesed. C.M.Seale,J°r. 
then slipped te the window £5 and locked in to see what he could see 
and hear. Seale came back to me presently. In five or ten minutes 1 
saw Bales leaving the heuse in a cautious hurriad manner. This all oc- 
curred between Jday-break and day light of the morning of January,leth. 
1900. Tnen on the morning of Jany.18th.1900 Il went again to watch the 
heuse of the said Alice Speak te see if il could se2 any more suspi- 
cious and adulterous actions, between her and any man ether than her 
husband. I went there just about day break. i presently saw a man 
cress the road in frent of her house. he walked to the yard gate and 


callad to some one in tne neuse. He then went inte the perch of the Ké 
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nouse to the frent door and knocked on the deor and called again. 
Il heard seme ons in the house answer him. The decor was epensd pres- 
ently and *ke he spoke a few words to some one and they said a few words 
to hime he then turned and walked back inte the road then down the 
road to the lower end of the garuaen. Then crept threughn the paling 
into the garden and went up threugh the garden toward the heuse and 
stopped behind the cistern house. I then heard some ane come out of 
the heuse. 1 saw Alice Speak pass around the cornap ef tha porch and 
Bales behind the cistern heuse. moved a little nearer and saw 4% 
they had their arms areund each ctner. They stood in that posi- 
for seme time ani talked, I think he asked her te kiss him and 22 
the move they made I believe they kissed each other. She laughed 


and then they parted. by thie time it was day light.e 


(Gues.)(4) Is her reputation geod or bad in the neighborhood in which 
she lives foe chastity ani virtue? 

(Ans) Bad. 

Ques.)(5) Where dees the Plaintiff now resids? 


(Ans.) In Les Ceunty,Virginia. 


And further this derenent sayeth not. 


(Witness) 


Elbert Bale&® another witness being first duly sworn deroses as follows: 


Quas()1() State your age,residence and occupation? 
(Ans.) I am 33 years ecld. My residence is Lee County,Virginia. My oc- 
cupation is selling fruit trets. 
(Ques.)(2) Are you acquainted with Alice Srsak wife of M.M.Speak and 
the agefendant in this suit? 

Yes. 
(Ques. ) (3) At any time within the last five yoars nave you known her 


te nave had carnel knewledge cf any man other than her lawful husband? 


(Ans.) ¥xux. I have. 





eo. " 
" Ques. (4) Have you ebserved any thing inher cenduct tnati led you 
to believe that she is too intimate with other men than her husband? 
(Ans.) I have. 
Ques. (5 ) Is her reputation geod er bad in the neighborhood in which 
she lives for chastity and virtue? 
(Ans.) Bad. 
QGues.(6) Where does the Plaintiff new reside? 
(Ans.) Lee County,Virginia. 


And further this depenent sayeth net. 


Virginia,Les County,to-wit: 


I Chas.C.Bales,a Notary Public in and for 
Les County,Virginia do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions 
of C.M.Seale,Jre,» Elbert Bales and W.Y.Tucker were duly taken,sworn 
t@ ana subscrbed befere ms at the time and place ani fer the purpose 


in the caption hereto mentioned. 


Given under my hand thie the 14th.day 


February, 1900. 








Everett Waddey Co., 


Stationers and Printers, > Form No. 30014 
Richmond, Va. ; + Bo 











Che Commonwealth of Vicqinia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE comMAND you, That you summon 


a 


Gur aw ee wwe naw nnn da ew dn ten wn ete e een cee Se Rh ORO OR RREE UE RRR RE PEER Rennes een ena ewe DOS) BREOURENE ESOT EEEEEspramanashesey ans Sancrscurrnsnsuret! +9290 caus Sasenuuswrassabousarssaaaaneene amas sees SOOO FIR ONN——Oe 


to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at the rules to be held 


for the said court, on the... / BAG 9, 1s _~Monday in_w/t&Uit ate / {700 tS , to answer a 


bill in chancery exhibited against... Ar@tee tft Our said court Be ON. a7 al 8) ef oh 


And have then there this writ. Witness, A. B. Munsry, Clerk of our said Court, at the 
court-house, ine 2H day of Vaauetayr SICU. AB® , and in the 12. eApear of the 


Commonwealth. 





Form No. 30034. 








